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NMP REG –
Mid-Term Event
Opening and Welcome: 

the region of Flanders and the S3

Annie Renders, Head of Unit Cluster Policy - Flanders Innovation and
Enterprise www.vlaio.be



Flanders Innovation and
Entrepreneurship

www.VLAIO.be
government agency
region of Flanders, Belgium
funding & support to the

ENTREPRENEUR: business services
INNOVATORS: industrial R&D

no direct support to research organisations => Research 
Foundation Flanders (FWO)



inspiratie

informatie

ondersteuningSUPPORT

INSPIRIATION

INFORMATION



For whom?

directly via

for the
(future) entrepreneur

throughout the entrepreneurial cycle

a party trusted
by the entrepreneur



Inspiration from …

in collaboration with
Flanders DC

partnerships inspiring growth stories networking events

inspiration



Information from …

contact center online database

0800 20 555 online information 
(web site, newsletter, 
funding database,…) 

information



Support through …

funding coaching & advice

own funding instruments
and redirection to

European funding instruments

several coaching & 
advice services

support



Who are we?

employees monthly
web site visits

370 127.260
funding
budget

510 million euro



SMART SPECIALISATION STRATEGY
IN FLANDERS



Policy

Governmental ‘cluster’ initiatives 

Via Pact 2020

EU 2020
Active aging Sustainable 

energy
Sustainable  
mobility

New material 
sources

Sustainable food 
production

Flanders’ Care Renewable energy 
& smart grids

Smart logistics 
& mobility

Materials 
management

Flanders Food

Bottom up clusters

Learning platforms

Pre-clustering initiatives 

Business

Business driven roadmaps
SMART 

SPECIALISATION

2014 Smart Specialisation Strategy for Flanders 



Currently under review, updated strategy tba Q2/2018
actual smart specialisation domains (cf. EFRO OP 2014-2020)

Topic Main clusters/ strategic research 
organisations

Sustainable chemistry Catalisti (innovation cluster)

Specialised manufacturing
solution

Flanders Make (R&D center)

Personalised cure and care

Value-added logistics VIL (innovation cluster)

Specialised agro-food Agrifood (innovation cluster)

Integrated building-
environment-energy cluster

Flux50 (innovation cluster), 
VITO/EnergyVille (R&D center)

Smart systems IMEC (R&D center)

Creative industries and services

2014 Smart Specialisation Strategy for Flanders 



Policy

Flanders 
2050

5 spearhead clusters

Well established business clusters 

Pre-clustering initiatives 

Business

Business driven roadmaps
SMART 

SPECIALISATION

• Flemish knowledge base (Universities, Strategic research centres) 
• Flanders vision 2050 – 7 transition priorities

• Circular economy Smart living and housing
• Transition to industrie 4.0 Life long learning
• Care and welfare 4.0 Smart mobility
• Energy transition

• Cluster policy for innovation clusters

14 innovative business networks

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

2018 updatde for
Smart Specialisation Strategy for Flanders 



S3 in Flanders
Currently under review, actual smart specialisation domains
(cf. EFRO OP 2014-2020)

Topic Main actor(s)

Sustainable chemistry Catalisti (innovation cluster)

Specialised manufacturing
solution

Flanders Make (R&D center)

Personalised cure and care Flanders’ Care (gov’t dept.)

Value-added logistics VIL (innovation cluster)

Specialised agro-food Agrifood (innovation cluster)

Integrated building-
environment-energy cluster

Flux50 (innovation cluster), 
VITO/EnergyVille (R&D 
center)

Smart systems IMEC (R&D center)

Creative industries and
services

Flanders District of Creativity 
(gov’t contractor)



NMP REG –
Mid-Term Event
Opening and Welcome: 

the NMP-REG project

Jozef Ghijselen, Advisor - Flanders Innovation and Enterprise 
www.vlaio.be
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NMP-REG

Delivering Nanotechnologies, advanced 

Materials and Production to REGional

manufacturing
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Objective

Improve regional policies for the delivery of innovation in 

nanotechnologies, new materials and new production 

technologies (NMP) to the manufacturing sector
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Partnership
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Work Plan

1

Step 1 

Exchange on 

Challenges / 

Needs

12Month

Step 2 

In-depth Good 

Practice 

Exchange

24 4836 60

Step 3 

Developing Action Plans

Step 4 

Implementing Action 

Plans

We 

are 

here

Innovation Delivery 

Report (RIM+ 

Categories)

Exchange Groups (EG1 –

Clusters / EG2 –

Entrepreneurship)
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LEARN

 about other regions’ activities within the Mid-Term 

Review

 about other regions’ visions for material application 

in regional manufacturing

 about the potential for interregional cooperation in 
this field

NMP-REG & ERRIN



Thank you!


